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I had no information about this album when I approached it and therefore had no preconceived notion of what to 
expect. For one, I didn’t know the lead saxophonist was female. I initially thought of the album as simply an 
introduction to a new talent, but it was a fresh surprise to hear a sax voice with such a strong sense of openness, and 
it was especially a treat to hear such a sophisticated blend of traditional hard bop and modern phrasing. I found it a 
solid debut album by a young female musician, one who possesses not only skills but a sense of ownership and 
dignity in her voice. 
 
New York-based saxophonist Yoosun Nam tells a story to her listeners through this album. It seems as though she 
has placed nuggets of her musical experiences in various nooks and corners of the album. All eight tracks are Nam's 
originals, with remarkable details in the development of each. The interaction among the various voices in the 
quintet is noteworthy: Each is distinct, yet not any of them reaches the point of being overwhelming. Tracks such as 
“Up and Down,” “Light of the City,” “Myron's Blues” and “These are Hard Times for Dreamers” showcase the 
characteristics of a balanced melding of the musicians’ communication. Nam, for instance, does not overreach while 
Keisuke Matsuno is on the guitar; rather, she weaves in her lyrics seamlessly into the overall narrative. Nam is not in 
a hurry but in control. She is equipped with an artisan's craft that allows her to freely select between traditional and 
contemporary approaches. Also notable is the performance by Chris Cheek, who is featured as a guest. All in all, 
there's a strong presence about Nam that draws a listener in, and I for one am looking forward to hearing more from 
this talented saxophonist. 
 
Review by Byung Sun Yoon 


